Church of St. Theresa
A Caring Community Reaching Out To One Another in Christ
2855 St. Theresa Avenue, Bronx, New York 
SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday at 5:00pm, 
Sunday at 7:30am, 9:00am(Italian), 
10:30am(Family Mass) 12:15pm , 
1:30PM(Spanish) & 5:00pm


ST. THERESA’S FAMILY IS OUR FAMILY
“ST. THERESA STRONG”

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday thru Saturday 8:00am 
& 9:00am


DEVOTIONS
Miraculous Medal & St. Theresa 
Novenas after Monday morning 
Masses St. Anthony Novena after 
Tuesday morning Masses.

Thursday 12 Noon Mass 
& Eucharistic Adoration

Exposition & Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament First Friday
6:00pm 


CONFESSION
Saturdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm 
and by appointment


BAPTISMS
Baptisms take place most Sundays 
after the 1:30pm Mass.
We ask parents to attend the 
Baptism preparation meeting. 
Register at the Rectory for the meeting. The date of the Baptism will be
discussed at the Baptism meeting.


MARRIAGES
Call the Rectory at least six months
in advance of the wedding date to
make an appointment with parish
clergy. 

Rev. Msgr. Thomas Derivan, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Ligory, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Edmundo Gomez, Retired, 
Rev. Robert Imbelli, Weekend Associate
Rev. Charles Szivos, Parochial Vicar

RECTORY: 7188921900/1901
FAX: 7188921146

Mrs. Josephine Fanelli, Principal
Mrs. Marie McCarrick, Dir. of Religious Education
Nadia Papayani, Dir. of Music

WEBSITE: www.sttheresachurchbronx.org
SCHOOL: 7187923688
EMAIL: rectorystc@aol.com 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 7187928434

CHURCH OF ST. THERESA, BRONX
FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DERIVAN

One of the most beloved Popes in history was Pope John XXIII, now St. John XXIII. Fifty years ago he wrote his encyclical letter on
the Church. And he called the Church “Mater et Magistra,” Mother and teacher. How true that is! The Church is the mother who
loves God’s children, namely ourselves. She is the teacher who guides us in the way of truth. We see that in the feast days that the
Church gives us during these weeks. A week ago we celebrated the great feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
apostles and made them the first Church. Next week we celebrate the beautiful feast of Corpus Christi, the Body of Christ, when the
Church invites us to pay special honor to the presence of the Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. And today we have another great
feast, the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, our belief in three divine Persons in one God. It is as if the Church, like a good mother and
teacher, is saying to us, “In these feasts, remember the central points of our Christian faith²remember that we are Jesus’ Church, born
of the Spirit. Remember that the Body of Jesus which we receive is the center of our lives. And remember today the Holy Trinity, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one in love for one another and one in love for you.
The Holy Trinity is a mystery and, in the religious sense, a mystery means something about God which our minds will never be able
to understand. Such is the Holy Trinity. How can God be three Persons? Scholars have tried to explain the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity, but it is beyond our efforts. The great St. Augustine wrote a book about the Trinity and he was quite pleased with his 
accomplishment. After he finished the book, he took a walk on the beach. He saw a little boy playing in the sand. The boy had made a
hole in the sand and then was taking a cup of water from the ocean and pouring it into the hole. He did this again and again. 
Augustine asked the boy what he was doing. And the boy said, “I am moving the ocean into the hole.” Augustine laughed at him and
said that is impossible. And the boy²who was really an angel²said, “Augustine, I will sooner move the ocean into the hole than you
will be able to explain the Holy Trinity.” And Augustine understood. God’s mystery, the Trinity, is like the vast ocean and our 
human minds are so little.
We can never explain the Trinity. But we can do something else²and the Church invites us to do that today. We can understand
how each of the three divine Persons touches us and loves us. First, God the Father is our Creator, creating this vast universe, but also
creating you and me, all out of love. And God the Father loves us at this very moment, so much so that if He were not loving us right
now, we would cease to exist. That is the love of God the Father. Then there is God the Son, Jesus who became a human being like us
to save us from sin and death. In the beautiful words of St. John, words that many people call “the gospel in the gospel,” we read, “God
so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that all who believe in Him may not perish, but may have eternal life (John 3:16).”
That is the love of God the Son, even to dying for us on the Cross. 
Then there is God the Holy Spirit. He loves us from the moment we are baptized when we receive His grace for the first time. He
loves us especially in Confirmation, strengthening us with His gifts, confirming us as strong and dedicated Catholics. The Holy Spirit
always watches over us. The Father and the Son sent Him to us, as the gospel says, to guide us into all truth. The Holy Spirit teaches
us the truth about ourselves, the truth about Father and Son, the truth that will lead us to eternal life. That is the love of the 
Holy Spirit.
Every day we should turn our thoughts to the Holy Trinity, praying to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, thanking each of them
for their love for us. Every time we pray, we celebrate the love of the Trinity, signing ourselves with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The
sign of the Cross reminds us of the Trinity’s love. Let us never make the Sign the Cross too quickly or without attention. Let us do it
with reverence and remembering what the Church, our mother and teacher, wants us always to remember, that we are always “In the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”




On Monday we celebrate Memorial Day, our special day of remembering those who have made the ultimate sacrifice by giving their
lives for their country. It was first celebrated as Decoration Day, a day to decorate the graves of those who had fallen in battle during
the Civil War. As we celebrate Memorial Day, let us also pray for the young men and women, some of whom from our own parish,
who are currently serving our country in the Armed Forces. We often pray for them at Mass. May the Lord protect them in safety.
God bless them and God bless America.

MEMORIAL DAY 
Annette Wynne
Is it enough to think today of all our brave, then put away
The thought until a year has sped? Is this full honor for our dead?

Is it enough to sing a song and deck a grave; and all year long forget 
the brave who died that we might keep our great land proud and free?

Full service needs a greater toll that we who live give heart and soul
to keep the land they died to save and be ourselves, in turn, the brave!

HOMEBOUND
If any member of your family or if any of your neighbors are
“Homebound” and would like to receive Holy Communion at
home, please call the Rectory so that a Priest or Eucharistic 
Minister might visit them.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
Please support our advertisers; it is their support that makes 
this bulletin possible, and when you visit them, please let them
know that you read their advertisement in St. Theresa ‘s 
bulletin.

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS FOR THIS SUNDAY
Today we are celebrating the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, which reminds us of the mystery of one God in three Persons: the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Trinity is the communion of Divine Persons who are one with the others, one for the others, one in the
others: this communion is the life of God, the mystery of the love of the Living God. Jesus revealed this mystery to us. He spoke to us
of God as the Father; He spoke to us of the Spirit; and He spoke to us of Himself as the Son of God. Thus He revealed this mystery to
us. After He rose, He sent the disciples to evangelize the peoples, He told them to baptize them “in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19). This command is entrusted by Christ in all ages to the Church, which has inherited the 
missionary mandate from the Apostles. He also directs it to each one of us who, through the power of Baptism, are part of his 
Community.
Therefore, today’s liturgical solemnity, while making us contemplate the amazing mystery from which we come and toward which we
are going, renews for us the mission of living in communion with God and living in communion among ourselves on the model of the
divine communion. We are called to live not as one without the others, above or against the others, but one with the others, for the 
others, and in the others. This means to accept and witness in harmony the beauty of the Gospel; experiencing love for one another and
for all, sharing joy and suffering, learning to ask and grant forgiveness, appreciating various charisms under the guidance of Pastors. 
In a word, we have been entrusted with the task of edifying ecclesial communities which increasingly become families, capable of 
reflecting the splendor of the Trinity and evangelizing not only with the words but with the power of the love of God that lives within
us.
The Trinity, as I said, is also the ultimate goal toward which our earthly pilgrimage is directed. The journey of Christian life is indeed
essentially a “Trinitarian” journey: the Holy Spirit guides us to full knowledge of Christ’s teachings, and also reminds us what Jesus
taught us. Jesus, in turn, came into the world to make the Father known to us, to guide us to Him, to reconcile us with Him. Everything
in Christian life revolves around the Mystery of the Trinity and is fulfilled according to this infinite mystery. Therefore, we seek to
always hold high the “tone” of our life, remembering what goal, what glory we exist for, work for, struggle for, suffer for; and what
immense reward we are called to. This mystery embraces our entire life and our entire Christian being. We remember it, for example,
each time we make the sign of the Cross: in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. And now I invite you, all 
together, and out loud, to make this sign of the Cross: “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!”
Let us entrust ourselves to the Virgin Mary. May she who, more than any other being, knew, worshiped, loved the mystery of the
Most Holy Trinity, lead us by the hand; help us to grasp in the world’s events the signs of the presence of God, the Father and Son and
Holy Spirit; enable us to love the Lord Jesus with all our heart, to walk toward the vision of the Trinity, the marvelous destination 
toward which our life is drawn. Let us also ask her to help the Church to be the mystery of communion and hospitable community,
where all persons, especially the poor and the marginalized, may find welcome and feel themselves the wanted and beloved children of
God.










Angelus Message, May 31, 2015














MAY 31st: FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

As you know, the month of May is the month of Our Blessed Mother Mary. May concludes this Thursday with the Feast of the 
Visitation, when Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth. Like most feasts of Mary, it is closely connected with Jesus and his saving work.
The more visible actors in the Visitation drama (see Luke 1:3945) are Mary and Elizabeth. However, Jesus and John the Baptist are
there in a “hidden” way. The unborn Jesus in the womb of Mary makes the unborn John in the womb of St. Elizabeth leap with 
joy²the joy of salvation that is very near. Elizabeth, in turn, is filled with the Holy Spirit and addresses words of praise to 
Mary²words that echo down through the ages.
It is helpful to recall that we do not have a journalist’s account of this meeting. Rather Luke, speaking for the Church, gives a 
prayerful poet’s rendition of the scene. Elizabeth’s praise of Mary as “the mother of my Lord” can be viewed as the earliest Church’s
devotion to Mary. As with all authentic devotion to Mary, Elizabeth’s (the Church’s) words first praise God for what God has done to
Mary. Only secondly does she praise Mary for trusting God’s words. And Mary herself in her beautiful Magnificat ( a prayer which
the Church recites every day in evening prayer) proclaims not her own greatness, but the greatness of Almighty God: “God who is
mighty has done great things for me and holy is His Name.” The humility of Mary on this feast day is a message to us to remember that
God has done great things for us also and holy is His Name for His goodness to us.
Pope St. John Paul II gave this beautiful reflection on the Visitation in his encyclical “Mother of the Redeemer:”
“Moved by charity, therefore, Mary goes to the house of her kinswoman. When Mary enters, Elizabeth replies to her greeting and feels
the child leap in her womb, and being ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’ she greets Mary with a loud cry: ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!’ (cf. Lk.1:4042) Elizabeth’s exclamation or acclamation was subsequently to become part of the Hail
Mary, as a continuation of the angel’s greeting, thus becoming one of the Church’s most frequently used prayers. But still more 
significant are the words of Elizabeth in the question which follows: ‘And why is this granted me, that the mother of my Lord should
come to me?’ (Lk. 1:43) Elizabeth bears witness to Mary: she recognizes and proclaims that before her stands the Mother of the Lord,
the Mother of the Messiah. The Son whom Elizabeth is carrying in her womb also shares in this witness: ‘The baby in my womb
leaped for joy (Lk. 1:44). This child is the future John the Baptist, who at the Jordan will point out Jesus as the Messiah.
While every word of Elizabeth’s greeting is filled with meaning, her final words would seem to have fundamental importance: ‘And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord’ (Lk. 1:415).[28] These words
can be linked with the title ‘full of grace’ of the angel’s greeting. Mary is ‘full of grace’ because she has believed. The fullness of
grace announced by the angel means the gift of God himself. Mary’s faith, proclaimed by Elizabeth at the Visitation, indicates how the
Virgin of Nazareth responded to this gift.”









MAY 27, 2018



May 30
SAINT JOAN OF ARC
(Jeanne d’Arc)
b. January 6, 1412, Domremy, France
d. May 30, 1431, Rouen, France






At age thirteen, Joan began hearing the voices of angels and
saints. By the time she was sixteen, the voices were ordering
her to save France, which was mired in a war with England.
Joan pleaded, “I am a poor girl; I do not know how to ride or
fight,” but Michael the Archangel insisted: “It is God who 
commands it.”
In March of 1429, Joan managed an interview with the 
beleaguered French king, Charles VII. He had swapped his
royal robes with a courtier, but she recognized him immediately.
Joan’s voices had also informed her of the king’s private doubts
about his own legitimacy, and she put those doubts to rest.
Convinced that Joan’s message was divinely inspired, Charles
put her in charge of a small army, which she led into Orleans.
In one week Joan freed a city that had been under siege for 
seven months. More battles followed, and after Joan drove the
English out of France, she conducted Charles to Reims, standing
by as he was crowned king on July 17, 1429. She left his court
the following March in a dispute over tactics. Two months 
later, Joan was taken prisoner in Burgundy and sold to the 
English. The ungrateful Charles refused to ransom her, so the
English turned Joan over to French ecclesiastics who put her
through a disgraceful ninemonth trial. Joan was convicted of
heresy and witchcraft and burned at the stake in Rouen’s market
square. When her heart remained incorrupt, it was thrown into
the Seine, along with her ashes.
Twenty years later, Joan’s case was reopened. A new king,
Charles VIII, ordered a new trial and she was declared innocent
in 1451. To the shame of France and England, it took almost
five hundred years before she was finally canonized in 1920.
Today Joan is the patron saint of France, soldiers, and radio.
Fearless in battle, compassionate in victory, forgiving to those
who betrayed her, Joan remains a shining example of a faithful
Christian soldier.

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
By Cardinal Cooke

O Jesus, you desire that we pray the Lord of the harvest to send
zealous laborers into his harvest. In your mercy raise up in
your Church, and especially in this diocese, numerous and holy
priests, who will take your divine heart as their model and in
the exercise of their holy priesthood promote the glory of your
heavenly Father and the salvation of those souls whom you
have redeemed with your precious blood. Amen.

O Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the first eternal Priest of
the Most High, increase the number of those who share in his
Priesthood and in his power, and continue the holy mission of
your divine Son in the whole world and especially in our own
country. Amen.







IN OUR ARCHDIOCESE


Loving God, you call all who believe in you to grow perfect in
love by following in the footsteps of Christ your Son.

Call from among us more men and women who will serve you
as religious. By their way of life, may they provide a 
convincing sign of your Kingdom for the Church and the whole
world. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

Gracious and loving God, help the men and women of our 
parish to hear the call to serve in the Archdiocese of New York.
Our needs are great and our people thirst for your presence.

Open the hearts of many, raise up faithful servants of the 
Gospel, dedicated, holy priests, sisters, brothers and deacons,
who will spend themselves for your people and their needs.

Bless those who are serving now with courage and 
perseverance. Grant that many will be inspired by their example
and faith. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.



MANY THANKS

We are most grateful to all our wonderful parishioners who have
sacrificed so generously by increasing their weekly Sunday 
Contributions. Please know that your weekly increase is for the
betterment of St. Theresa Parish, for the building up and 
improvement of our parish. We are most grateful to all of you
who have helped to make a difference in our community. 
Please continue to help us in order to keep St. Theresa Parish
the vital, growing parish that it is.


HANDICAP ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH

The side entrance to the Church on Pilgrim Avenue will be open
every Sunday for anyone who is handicapped or in a wheelchair.
Also this same entrance will be opened every weekday until
9:30AM.







FIRST MASS OF FATHER LOUIS MASI THIS SUNDAY

It is with great joy that we celebrate this Sunday the First Mass
of our own Father Louis Masi, ordained on Saturday by Cardinal
Dolan at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Father Louis is certainly St.
Theresa’s “favorite son,” a graduate of our school, a familiar
assistant to Father Grippo and the other priests here at 
St. Theresa’s and a dear friend to so many or our parishioners.
To have a newly ordained priest come from a parish is indeed
one of God’s greatest blessings. It is a testimony of Father 
Louis’ faith and devotion. But it is also a testimony to the 
encouragement of his dear parents, Louis and Angelina Masi,
who have been behind him every step of the way. It is a 
testimony to the many people, yourselves included who have
strengthened him with your prayers. We are blessed to have
another new priest come from our parish. Father Louis follows
in the line of other “St. Theresa sons: who have been ordained,
including Father Imbelli, Father Anthony Sorgie, Father Paul
Waddell, Father Philip Persico, Father Pat Angelucci S.D.B. and
most recently Father Richard Marrano. These priests are always
dear to us. Father Louis now joins that number of “St. Theresa
priests.”

Father Louis Masi’s First Mass will be this Sunday at 2:15PM.
We invite you to join him on this wonderful occasion and to visit
him in the reception in the auditorium afterwards, planned by
Altar Society.

As we say in Latin, “Ad Multos annos,” “For many years,” 
Father Louis!

****************************************************

THIS SUNDAYCHANGE OF 
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
This Sunday, May 27, there will be no 1:30PM Spanish
Mass because of the first Mass of Father Louis Masi at
2:15PM.

Spanish Mass will be offered on Saturday, May 26 at
6:00PM.

Please continue to share the peace and joy of our faith with
others . There are so many that are in the need of Jesus. Can
you be for all of us a living sign to all our parishioners and
neighbors, and tell them for us “we need them and love them”.
Someone may hear and accept the invitation from you and
return home to worship the Lord with us. So please invite a
friend, relative, or neighbor to come with you to Church next
Sunday. God will do the rest. Let us share our treasure of faith
with others.

CONFESSIONS ar e hear d ever y Satur day from 4:00PM to
5:00PM or by appointment in the Rectory.







SUMMER CHOIR CAMP

For children entering Grades 112²August 610, 2018 at St.
Anthony’s Church, 1496 Commonwealth Avenue, Bronx, NY.
Each day includes Mass, vocal techniques, instruction in 
Gregorian chant, and fun activities.
Conducted by Dr. Jennifer Donelson, Director of Music at 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie.

For more information, call 7189314040 Ext. 104 or
chantcampbronx@gmail.con

St. Joseph’s Children’s Fund 501 ( C ) ( 3 )
Help Solve The Mystery & Support St. Joseph’s
Children’s Fund

WHO DID IT?
Saturday, June 9, 2018
6:00PM til 10:00PM






Tickets $35.00 Look for Details www.sjsdny.org
A MURDER MYSTERY DINNER
St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf
1000 Hutchinson River Parkway
Bronx, NY 104651899
Parking on Site
RSVP: SJCHILDRENSFUND@GMAIL.COM









ST. THERESA BOYS BASKETBALL
“BACK TO BASICS” CAMP PROGRAM

We will be hosting an endofsummer “Back to Basics” Boys
Basketball Camp for boys entering Grades 5,6,7 and 8. This is
designed to work on basketball skills, conditioning and backto
basics fundamentals.

There are two oneweek sessions:
■ Monday, August, 13th through Friday, August 17th
■ Monday, August, 20th through Friday, August 24th

Boys may attend one or both sessions. Camp runs each day
from 9AM to 3PM. Limited enrollment. Please register by 
June 16th.
For more information and registration, please pick up a 
registration form at the Rectory or in the vestibule of the church.

THIS WEEK’S ALTAR BREAD IS IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
ANNE DiTOMMAS
LOVE, THE RICCO FAMILY


THE SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING NEAR THE
TABERNACLE THIS WEEK IS IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
FR. RALPH CURCIO & MARY CURCIO
LOVE, THE CURCIO FAMILY


PETITION BOOK
Have you noticed our Petition Book in the vestibule of the
Church? Every Saturday before the 5:00PM Mass, the petitions
entered into the book for that week are brought up to the altar of
the Blessed Mother, where they remain for all the weekend 
Masses. Please pray for these intentions.







Food is now being collected for our Food Pantry. 
Our food pantry is in need of replenishing we are asking for
items such as soups, canned vegetables, tomato sauce, pasta,
rice, peanut butter, jelly, tuna fish, canned or boxed juices or any
other nonperishable items. We can also use coffee, cake mixes
and frostings, jello and puddings.
NO GLASS JARS PLEASE! 
These items will be passed on to needy families in our parish
and community. God bless you for your kindness.

Thank you to all who have donated to our Pantry. 
God bless you and your families.









ST. ANTHONY NOVENA
The St. Anthony Novena is every Tuesday at 7:00PM. Come
join us for the 13 week Novena as we petition, praise and thank
God for all the blessings received through the intercession of 
St. Anthony.

SATURDAY MAY 26, 2018
5:00PM Dominick Sangiovani
6:00PM Spanish Mass
SUNDAY MAY 27, 2018
7:30AM Parishioners of St. Theresa Parish


9:00AM Salvatore Montello




10:30AM Felicidad & Carmen Dela Cruz 

12:15PM Charles Gaetano

1:30PM NO MASS
2:15PM Father Louis Masi First Mass 

5:00PM Vevette Samuels




MONDAY MAY 28, 2018
8:00AM Michael Combatti




9:00AM James McCready



TUESDAY MAY 29, 2018
8:00AM Maria Assunta


9:00AM Christopher DeVino 



WEDNESDAY MAY 30, 2018
8:00AM Irene Arriconi

9:00AM Dora & Michael Skori Sr. & America SkoriAviles
THURSDAY MAY 31, 2018
8:00AM Mary Cea



9:00AM Peter Bastone


12NOON Lane Robert Metro




FRIDAY JUNE 1, 2018
8:00AM Josephine & Joseph Martello & Family

(In Thanksgiving)


9:00AM Rachel & Pasquale Vertullo & Angelina Naclerio 
SATURDAY JUNE 2, 2018
8:00AM Joan & Ralph Letizia 

9:00AM Louis, Sophie & JoJo Inglese 


5:00PM Lucia & Salvatore Falciano


SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2018
7:30AM James & Helen Traynor


9:00AM Josephine Saltarelli 


10:30AM Maria Zottola


12:15PM Ralph & Mary Curcio 



1:30PM Zenaida Rodriguez



5:00PM Scarano & Campione Families 










PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: 
Phyllis Amitrano, Maryann Cale Bannan, Linda Barbaro, 
Nancy Cardone, Elaine Reiss Cina, 
Joseph Cina, Phyllis Caruso, Marie DiPolo, Thomas Egan, 
Frank Ferrara, Rita Ferrara, Daley Gribbon, Ita Griffin, Sean
Howell, William Keenan, Sal Lanza, Frank Maiorana, 
Maryann Maiorana, Diane Martino, Joe Martino, 
Theresa Martino, Isabelle O’Brien, Frank Oricco, 
Marie Russillo, Camille Siciliano, Mario Simeone, 
Toni Spahr, Florence Valentine, Dean Valentine, 
Nicholas Vasti, Frank Vertullo, Irene Vesely.

